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Liberalism—today more often known as “classical liberalism” or even in the USA as 
“conservatism”--is the idea than man is an end in himself, not the means to some other 
person’s end.  This idea began in the Renaissance and is fundamental to our Western 
heritage and to the very idea of “America.” 
 
In government and politics before liberalism, sovereignty (the right to rule) belonged to 
some ruler or ruling class.  In England of the 17th century that meant the King and he 
ruled by divine right. 
 
Charles I ascended the throne in 1625.   In those days, Parliament was called at the 
pleasure of the king who mostly called parliament when he needed money.  When 
parliament finished, it was dismissed or dissolved outright if it failed to agree with the 
king.  Most people weren’t represented in parliament: only the propertied classes who 
could, of course, agree to the taxes the king wanted. 
 
Charles didn’t get along with parliament and the situation escalated into outright civil 
war--the English Civil War--during the 1640s.  At issue was who had the right to rule: the 
King, who had divine right on his side, or Parliament, who had the army.  Eventually, 
Parliament under Oliver Cromwell won, beheaded the king in 1649 and established the 
Commonwealth.  Yet in the 1650s Parliament and the Commonwealth under the 
Cromwells proved even more oppressive than the king.  In 1660 Charles II was recalled 
from exile by Parliament and the Army to take throne.  He was followed in 1685 by his 
brother, James II, who ran afoul of the people.  It appears the House of Stuart had short 
memories. 
 
Now what--another civil war?  Charles and James had returned by invitation of 
parliament but believed they still ruled by divine right.  Enter Thomas Hobbes and John 
Locke, originators of the social contract and liberalism.  Thus, the basis of popular rule 
had its origins in political necessity.  Reasoning from a state of nature without 
government, Hobbes concluded that the only legitimate purpose of government is the 
protection of the people.  People give up their individual rights to a strong central 
government in return for that protection.  Locke wrote that because of this compact 
between people and government, sovereignty rested not with either king or parliament, 
but rather with the people.  Government is out servant, not our master. 
 
The originality and revolutionary nature of this can hardly be exaggerated.  The king was 
removed in 1688 in what has become called the Glorious Revolution.  The nearest person 
in line to the throne was Mary, James’ daughter, and she and her husband, William of 
Orange, were invited by parliament in the name of the people, to take the throne as co-
regents.  Their power was defined and limited and this agreement is considered an 
important part of the British constitution.  It began the idea of constitutional government 
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which means basically, the rule of law, not the will of the king.  Henceforth, the king is 
not sovereign—the people are. 
 
What does all this British history have to do with us Americans?  The Founders of our 
country knew all this.  They were loyal subjects of the crown.   They believed they had 
all of the rights of Englishmen. 
 
Meanwhile in Britain, the 18th century brought the Hanoverian Georges to the throne.  
From here the story should be familiar to those who paid attention to American History in 
high school.  King George III and Parliament needed money: what better solution than to 
tax the colonies? 
 
What they didn’t count on was that the colonists didn’t take it sitting down.  They 
protested several attempts at illegal taxation and control including dumping tea in Boston 
Harbor—the original Tea Party—in 1773. 
 
To summarize liberalism: 

- sovereignty rests with the people, not Parliament, or king or even Congress 
- when Parliament (or Congress) ignores the will of the people, they forfeit the right 

to rule in the name of the people 
 
In fact, the people have the right to rebel.  That’s what the Declaration of Independence is 
all about.  It is, in my opinion, simply the most amazing political document ever written.  
The men who wrote it were reluctant Rebels.  They felt they had no choice.  They only 
wanted their traditional rights as Englishmen. 
 
Fast forward 233 years.  Congress is spending us into oblivion.  Taxes are incredible and 
only getting worse.  They seem to think that once elected, they are free to do whatever 
they want.  And what they want has nothing to do with the liberal ideas that founded this 
country.  What they want is to change the course of America from a liberal republic into a  
socialist utopia. 
 
It’s time for a Second American Revolution. 
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